Having now glanced at the several propositions in Dr Bennett's essay, it may not be out of place to make a few general remarks on the treatment of inflammation, applicable not only to pneumonia, but all the acute phlegmasia. And here I would allude to a kind of scepticism, fashionable at the present day in certain quarters; the tendency of which is to throw doubts on almost all the powers of art in controlling disease, and which gave room, on a late occasion, to an honourable member of Parliament to sneer at all medicine. This is not the first occasion that medicine has been so attacked, nor will it be the last. Amongst even the profession themselves will be found some men, whose convictions can never be reached,??a class of minds which looks for mathematical precision where it is not attainable, and are not, short 14. That local bleeding may be used with very good effects, at a time when wine is also given.
15. That no single plan can possibly meet the ever-varying shades of disease?pneumonia amongst the rest. 16. That it is essential, in the treatment of all acute affections, to pay attention to the type of disease for the time being.
